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now, in order that I might execute a commission for him. I
asked Biron what it was ? He replied that it was to go to-
Saint-Clere to announce what had taken place to Madame la
Duchesse d^Orl^ans !
This was a thunderbolt for me. I disputed with Biron, who
exhorted me to lose no time, but to go at once to the Palais
Royal, where I was expected with impatience, I returned into
rny cabinet with him, so changed in aspect that Madame de
Saint-Simon was alarmed. I explained what was the matter,
and after Biron had chatted a moment, and again pressed me
to set out at once, he went away to eat his dinner. Ours was
served. I waited a little time in order to recover myself,
determined not to vex M. le Due d'Orldans by dawdling, took
some soup and an egg, and went off to the Palais Royal.
It was in vain that, using all the eloquence I could command
and all the liberty I dared employ, I protested against being
employed for this duty. I represented to the Regent what an
ill-chosen messenger I should be to carry to Madame la
Duchesse d'Orl&ms news of the disgrace of her brother the Due
du Maine; I, who had always been such an open and declared
enemy to the bastards! I represented to him that people
would say I went on purpose to triumph over her at what had
been done, and that she herself would look upon my presence
as a kind of insult. In vain! in vain! were my arguments,
my entreaties, my instances. M. le Due d'Orl&ins had deter-
mined that I should go on this errand, and go I must.
As I left his house to execute my luckless commission, I
found one of Madame la Duchesse d'Orldans' pages, booted and
spurred, who had just arrived from Saint Cloud. I begged
him to return at once, at a gallop, and say on arriving to the
Duchesse Sforze (one of Madame la Duchesse d'Orldans' ladies)
that I should be there soon with a message from M. le Due
d'Orl^ans, and to ask her to meet me as I descended from my
coach. My object was to charge her with the message I had
to deliver, and not to see Madame la Duchesse d'Orl&tns at all.
But my poor prudence was confounded by that of the page,
who had not less than I. He took good care not to be the

